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Kate was born into a very creative and accomplished artist family.
Already fascinated by early Egyptian jewellery, Kate began her
apprenticeship in 1996 under a Viennese Master Jeweller. Four years
later she took up her first role managing a coloured stone business for
the next ten years.
Kate then worked in a pearl business before joining David in late 2010
taking over as the in house designer to manufacture and created the
Matahina Pearls line for local TV company TVSN and the designs for
Aquarian Pearls’ local and international clientele.

Vivas

https://aquarianpearls.com.au/our-team/


WHAT LEAD YOU TO A CAREER AS A JEWELLER?

My fascination with jewellery started when I was a kid. I was fascinated by
ancient Egypt and Native American Indians and there's a lot of jewellery in
those cultures, and it was really interesting to me to see how intricate they
could make jewellery with such a little amount of tools and technology.
So that's kind of how the interest started.

My grandmother also wore a lot of very beautiful jewellery. She had a lot of
jewellery and I remember as a child playing with her jewellery.
My mother however never wore any jewellery whatsoever. She was an artist
and she particularly couldn't wear rings because that would affect the paper
that she used to do her watercolours on.



WHAT DO YOU LOOK FOR WHEN CHOOSING A PEARL?

With the pearl basically, which I also tell clients when they come in, that first
pearl that catches your eye, there's something about that just speaks to you.
So that's the one that they will generally end up walking out with.

It got something that actually appeals to you. But basically, any pearl, every
pearl that I work with has to have a very high luster.

It doesn't matter what shape it is, what colour it is.
If that luster's not there then I don't want to work with it.



 WHO ARE YOUR KEY MENTORS?

The owner of Aquarian Pearls, David Norman, he taught me everything that I
needed to know about pearls. Whether it was grading or pairing or matching.
He had a very open attitude to teaching all his staff everything he knew, and he
has a huge knowledge base.

Also there's people like other jewellers who have influenced me, and friends
that were jewellers that sort of showed me how to do things the way they did
them, because with jewellery you can do things 100 different ways. Like nobody
does this particular piece of jewellery the same way.

It was always really interesting to talk to people like Graham Wolfe, even
George Midas, who was a polisher who taught me a lot about polishing and
metal. Graham Wolfe was, I think he was 84 when he retired, and his repair
work was phenomenal. He's probably the best person I've ever seen. He can
repair anything in jewellery or instruments or handbags or teapots.



I think what makes pearls unique compared to other gemstones is the silkiness
and softness to them. You can really play with that when you add them to
gemstones, which are very hard and bright and are cut and polished, and often
very bright colours, whereas the pearls can be very subtle. You know, you can
have this very subtle pink hue coming through, or silver coming through the
white.

The Tahitians can be multicoloured, which means you have to match the
gemstones to those colours. I've been designing jewellery to go with the pearls,
to go with gemstones, and then I've put the colours together and they've
clashed, and you don't know until you put them next to each other.

So there's a lot of different aspects to pearls which I find quite interesting, and
my favourite pearls are keshi which is a pearl that doesn't have a nucleus in it
and is a completely organic shape.
So I've always been really interested in those.

WHY ARE PEARLS UNIQUE COMPARED TO OTHER GEMSTONES?



The way to select a high quality pearl is, first you're looking at the luster, then
you're looking at the cleanliness of the skin. It doesn't matter if it has a few little
tiny marks, as long as they can be put at the back or the bottom.
You want a completely clean face on a piece of jewellery and you want it to have
that life and vitality of that really high triple A luster.

WHAT ARE THE KEY FACTORS IN 
DETERMINING HIGH QUALITY PEARLS?



I would say find your niche and become very, very good at it.

You don't have to be good at everything in the industry. Most of us specialise in
something. My specialty is wire work and I'm probably one of the best people at
it, because I've just been doing it for so long, just find what you enjoy, and just
focus on that until you become very, very good at it.

WHAT IS YOUR ADVICE TO YOUNG WOMEN 
JOINING THE JEWELLERY TRADE?



With my clients, I always tell them, whatever makes you happy, whatever makes
you feel good. A lot of clients feel like they can only wear really good quality
jewellery when they're going out or for special occasions, and I always say to them,
just wear whatever you want, whenever you want. If it makes you feel beautiful and
pretty, then wear it. Because the only one that needs to be happy is you.

I recommend wearing whatever makes you happy, if you like colour and liveliness,
then pair them with gemstones. If you want something classic and elegant, a pair
of studs or a drop earring. But the most important thing is to try on different
things and find out what are the pieces that work for you.

So, like, I can't wear stud earrings because they look terrible on me.
I don't know why, but I always wear a drop earring, and the longer the drop the
better. And then I can wear white pearls or black pearls, but gold pearls do not
work with my skin tone, and I've learnt that. So it's the most important thing, to
come into the office and try things on and see what works for your skin tone, what
works for you.

Also, the older you get, the bigger you can wear.
So that is one thing that a lot of people don't realise, but as you pass a certain age
you can wear much bigger pearls.

DOES YOUR JEWELLERY EMPOWER THE WEARER AND 
WHAT IS YOUR PEARL STYLING ADVICE?



I designed a ruby, Madagascar ruby bead tassel and pearl necklace.

So it had a large tassel, and then it clipped on with an enhancer onto either a
strand of pearls or onto a strand of rubies. That piece was my favourite. A piece
that holds a special meaning: my mother does not wear jewellery at all.

So it was quite funny being a jeweller, making her jewellery. She never wore it.
She's one of those people that does not like fussy things, and she always thought
the jewellery that I gave her was a bit too much. So I made her a pair of five
millimetre white sausage pearl keshi stud earrings, and she now wears them every
day.

I've got a piece that I made for myself. It is a very fine white pearl keshi necklace
with 18 carat gold wire work. The pearls are about two millimetres. It took me 13
hours to make it. And I could only do it about an hour at a time, because it was
such fine work. So I was really impressed when I actually finished it.
They're like an achievement.

IS THERE ANY PIECE THAT YOU HAVE MADE THAT 
HAS SPECIAL MEANING?



I hope that they feel beautiful and happy, and that they feel that the jewellery is
lifting them and making them feel like they can take on the world.

WHAT DO YOU HOPE YOUR CLIENTS FEEL 
WHEN WEARING AQUARIAN PEARL JEWELLERY 

HOW LONG HAVE YOU WORKED AT AQUARIAN PEARLS?

I've been working at Aquarian Pearls for 14/15 years, and it was David, the owner of
Aquarian Pearls, David Norman, he's an amazing boss.

He's supportive and fun and great to work with, and then there's the rest of the
team, who I've known some of them for 20 years or longer, and we have a great
team, and it's fun to come to work.



price
increase

NEW PRICES FOR GEMSTONE & PEARL ELASTIC
BRACELETS WILL BE AS BELOW:

 $120 → $140
 $200 → $230



https://mailchi.mp/aquarianpearls.com.au/adelaidesipshop


D A R W I N  S I P & S H O PD A R W I N  S I P & S H O P
2 5 t h  J u l y  2 0 2 62 5 t h  J u l y  2 0 2 6


	WHAT LEAD YOU TO A CAREER AS A JEWELLER?
	WHAT DO YOU LOOK FOR WHEN CHOOSING A PEARL?
	WHO ARE YOUR KEY MENTORS?
	WHY ARE PEARLS UNIQUE COMPARED TO OTHER GEMSTONES?
	WHAT ARE THE KEY FACTORS IN  DETERMINING HIGH QUALITY PEARLS?
	WHAT IS YOUR ADVICE TO YOUNG WOMEN  JOINING THE JEWELLERY TRADE?
	DOES YOUR JEWELLERY EMPOWER THE WEARER AND  WHAT IS YOUR PEARL STYLING ADVICE?
	IS THERE ANY PIECE THAT YOU HAVE MADE THAT  HAS SPECIAL MEANING?
	WHAT DO YOU HOPE YOUR CLIENTS FEEL  WHEN WEARING AQUARIAN PEARL JEWELLERY
	HOW LONG HAVE YOU WORKED AT AQUARIAN PEARLS?
	price
	increase
	DARWIN SIP&SHOP

